	OWNERSHIP OF A WEAPON FOR WHICH A PERMIT IS REQUIRED
INSTRUCTIONS


GENERAL
Under the terms of the Law of 8 June 2006 regulating economic and individual activities involving weapons, otherwise known as the “Weapons Law”, published in the Moniteur Belge of 9 June 2006, private individuals are forbidden to hold firearms for which a permit is required without first obtaining one from the Governor of the Province in which the requestor resides. 
In order to be granted such a permit, the requestor must be aged over 18, have no previous convictions, give a legitimate reason and prove that it is genuine, pass a theoretical and practical examination and produce a medical certificate confirming that he or she is fit to handle a weapon without risk to him-/herself or to others.

For the request to be taken into consideration, the requestor is bound to pay the dues fixed by the Programme Law of 27 December 2006, published in the Moniteur Belge of 28 December 2006, of

65 euros per permit requested (initial or renewed application). That sum shall be adjusted annually, to reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index. However, a degressive tariff scale will apply to requests submitted on 30 June 2007 at the latest, i.e.: 65 euros for 1 permit, 85 euros for two, 95 euros for 3 and 105 euros for four or more. If the request does not meet the criteria or is rejected because, for instance, the requestor cannot cite a legitimate reason recognized under the above-mentioned Law of 8 June, that amount will not be reimbursed. 
If granted, the ownership permit is valid for five years. It must be renewed before it expires. When renewal is requested, the Governor must verify that the requestor still has a legitimate reason for owning a weapon.
SUMMARY
If the requestor considers that he or she meets the legal conditions for the acquisition of a firearm for which a permit is required or for renewal of an existing permit, he or she must complete the form legibly and truthfully, attach the required documentary evidence and send it to the Governor’s Weapons Department. Once the amount requested has been paid (and not before), the request will be examined. The requestor will be told how much is due and how to make the payment.
If no legitimate reason can be cited, the requestor will not be authorized to acquire or own a firearm for which a permit is required. The amount paid will not be reimbursed.

(1) If the requestor does not believe that he or she has sufficient experience to pass the practical test or has failed it, the request procedure is suspended for one year or less if he or she passes the test earlier. However, if the requestor so desires, he or she may obtain from the Governor a document certifying that all the other conditions have been met, so that during the period he or she may practice for the test at a certified firing range. This must be done with a weapon and ammunition made available to the requestor at the range by the operator of the range, the permit-holder of the weapon in question or the holder of a shooting sports licence. At the end of the one-year period, the requestor must pass the practical test, otherwise the permit will not be granted.
In other words, the requestor must first pass the theoretical examination to request, if he or she so wishes, authorization to go to a firing range and use a weapon belonging to a third party under the conditions listed above, for a maximum of one year. This document replaces the former provisional  licence.
(2)
It is now forbidden to own an automatic weapon (a weapon that reloads automatically after each round is fired and that fires a burst of rounds when the trigger is pressed once). If you are legally in possession of such a weapon (i.e. you have a permit), you must do one of the following before 9 June 2007:
- have the weapon irreversibly converted by the Firearms Test-bed (Banc d’Epreuves des Armes à feu, 45, rue Fond-des-Tawes, 4000 LIEGE (Tel.: 04/227.14.55)) to a semi-automatic weapon, if technically feasible (note that you will still need a permit for it) or have it neutralized so that it can no longer be fired;
- transfer ownership of the weapon to an authorized person (a dealer or a collector);

- turn the weapon in to your local police force.

(3)
The fact that you are licensed to bear arms in the context of your professional activity does not mean you need not comply with the provisions of the weapons law like every other citizen. Even if you are, for instance, a police officer, you must be able to cite a legitimate reason for owning your personal weapons and validate it (membership of a gun club with a medical certificate attached or, if the weapon is for self-defence, a letter of explanation).

(4)
Article 11, paragraph 3, sub-paragraph 9 of the weapons law lists 6 legitimate reasons that may be cited in support of a request for a gun  licence. This list is exhaustive. 
That means that under the new legislation, it is no longer possible to acquire a weapon by succession or to own one for its sentimental value, for the sake of its appearance or as an investment. If you wish to own such a weapon, you must have a legitimate reason for doing so.
(4.1) 
If you cite this reason, you must attach a photocopy of a valid hunting licence in your name or proof of your official employment as a private gamekeeper or of the form registering you for the hunting licence examination and you may only use the weapon for those activities or for clay pigeon shooting.

If you hold a valid hunting licence, you need not request the Governor for a permit to purchase a firearm designed and  licenced for hunting. You need only do so if you wish to acquire a weapon other than a hunting weapon.
(4.2)
The weapon for which you are requesting a permit must meet the criterion that it has been “designed and  licensed for use in shooting sports”. If you cite this reason, you must attach a certificate from your gun club or clay pigeon shooting club that it does in fact use the calibre mentioned in your request, that the club is  licenced for the discipline you engage in and that you do actually shoot there.

For your convenience, the certificate is attached; please return it to this office once it has been filled out in full by the operator of the firing range that you attend.
 If you own a firearm designed for use in shooting sports, recognized as such by the Ministry of Justice and included in the list issued on 15 March 2007 (copy attached), you may request a shooting sports licence from the recognized shooting sports federation that governs the discipline you practice. If you do so, you must go in person to the local police force to collect a registration certificate for the weapon (Form 9), which will remain valid as long as you hold a shooting sports licence. That document is also a permit to acquire other shooting sports weapons. It is only if you wish to own a weapon that does not fall within one of the categories listed in the attached Ministerial Decree or if you do not have a licence that you must request a permit from the Governor. Even if you have deposited the fee in the Governor’s Weapons Department’s account, it will not be refunded if you subsequently decide to obtain a licence. In any event, you are encouraged to ask your gun club for more information on how to obtain a licence.
(4.3)
If you consider that your work requires you to carry a firearm, you must prove that you are exposed to a specific risk from which you can only protect yourself by owning such a weapon. You must attach a letter of explanation to your request. 
(4.4)
If you cite this reason, you must first take every other measure possible to ensure your personal safety and also prove, by whatever means you consider appropriate, that your are genuinely running a higher than average risk that will be significantly reduced if you carry a firearm. You must attach a letter of explanation to your request. 
(4.5)
A historic weapons collection is a collection of firearms that have a specific theme in common. You may only request recognition as a collector once you have acquired a sufficient number of weapons (at least 10). Consequently, you must first legally own 10 weapons for which a permit is required.
In the meantime, you are authorized to own these weapons along with one round of the ammunition appropriate to each type, as long as you do not fire them.
You may demonstrate your wish to acquire a collection of firearms in a variety of ways, for instance by becoming a member of a collectors’ club or by already owning weapons that correspond to the theme that you must by law select for your collection.

(4.6) You must demonstrate the historic, folkloric, cultural or scientific nature of the activity in which you take part and use the weapon for that purpose alone. Proof may take the form of a certificate provided by the body or club that organizes such activities. It should be noted that the sale of firearms of a historical or folkloric nature, as defined in the Royal Decree, is not subject to restrictions. However, if they are to be fired in a context other than a historical or folkloric event, they are considered as subject to registration.
(5 and 5.1) This information should be obtained from the dealer or collector from whom you purchase the weapon.

(5.2)
If you import the weapon yourself, you must obtain an import licence in addition to a gun ownership permit. It may be obtained from the DGEE LICENCES “ARMES”, Ilôt Saint Luc, 14, Chaussée de Louvain, 5000 NAMUR – Tel.: 081/64.97.51 or 52 or 53.
(6)
You should indicate whether the weapon is a pistol, a revolver, a shotgun, a rifle, a replica or something else (please specify).

(6.1)
You should also indicate whether the weapon is a single-shot, a repeater, a semi-automatic or other type and specify if it has a bolt action, a lever action, a double bore, etc.

(7)
The attached form must be filled out with the greatest care. If applicable, please mention the weapons belonging to others in your home, for which a permit is required.
(8)
If you have already forwarded these documents with a prior request, you need only attach a copy of the gun ownership permit you obtained for the additional weapon you own.
(9)
This certificate may be issued by your general practitioner. If you wish, you may ask him or her to fill out the attached form.
